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PO Box 1003  Dahlgren, VA 22448     Phone: 1-888-KGARLVA (1-888-542-7582)     Web: www.kgarl.org 

Letter from the President 
 
KGARL members are off and running, accomplishing great 
things so far in 2009.  We have issued 43 vouchers to have 
dogs spayed or neutered under our DJ&T Grant.  Our grant was 
set to expire on 1 May 2009 but has been extended for 3 
months or until we run out of funds!  Thanks to our members 
who distributed flyers to various business locations in the county 
and went door-to-door in the trailer parks handing out flyers.   
 
KGARL submitted a PetSmart Grant application that would 
provide funds for us to spay and neuter cats.  Keep your fingers 
crossed - we should hear something soon! 
 
Once again, KGARL participated in the Annual King George 
Home and Craft Show in March.  Thanks to the volunteers who 
dedicated their time to work at the show and those who sold 
raffle tickets before the show.  KGARL raised approximately 
$600 at the event.  Read more in our past events section. 
 
A small cat rescue, The Shelby Foundation, was overwhelmed 
when they got involved in rescuing animals in a hoarding case.  
KGARL reached out a helping hand and sent $250 in much 
needed supplies.  Read more inside. 
 
KGARL has a couple of big events coming up soon!  Our 
second annual Trails & Tails event (now Trails, Tails & Trains) 
will be held on May 9.  Last year’s event was an overwhelming 
success and we expect this year to be even better.  Please read 
more inside about how you can help – we need everyone! 
 
Our second annual OFB Poker Run will be held on June 6 and 
again we expect this year to be even better.  Please come out 
and support KGARL and thank the wonderful group of women 
who host this event for us!  Even if you don’t ride, you can buy a 
poker hand for $10 and come out for dinner at Shades! 
 
Paula Bailey 
President, KGARL 

Upcoming Events 
 

May 2 – KGAC Rabies Clinic 
 

May 9 – 2nd Annual Trails, Tails, and 
Trains Spring Festival 

See pages 9 & 10 for the flyers 
 

May 18 – KGARL Meeting 
 

June 6 – Poker Run 
See page 11 for the flyer 

 
June 14 or 28 – Shelby’s Foundation 

Cat Class (Tentative) 
See page 8 for more details 

 
June 15 – KGARL Meeting 

 
July 20 – KGARL Meeting 

 
Please see our “Upcoming Events” 
forum on www.kgarl.org for more 

details. 
 

KGARL has Spay & 
Neuter Money for 

DOGS of King  
George Residents 
spay@kgarl.org 

888-542-7582 

See page 4 for details 
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Past KGARL Events 

Upcoming KGARL Events 
 

2nd Annual Trails, Tails, and Trains Spring Festival  -  May 9 
On Saturday, May 9, KGARL will be hosting the second annual Trails, Tails, and Trains Spring Festival in conjunction with the 
Friends of the Dahlgren Railroad Heritage Trail (DRHT).  Bring the whole family including your four-legged members and join 
us for a day of hiking, games, entertainment, food and fun.  The event starts at 10:00 am at the Route 605 trailhead of the 
DRHT.  The location is 1.5 miles north of Route 3 near Birchwood Power and Waste Management.  We’ll kick the event off 
with a blessing of the animals by Pastor Lance Bacon at 10:15 am followed by the Fido Four Miler at 10:30 am (a 4 mile hike) 
and the Hike with Your Hound at 11:00 am (a 1.5 mile hike).  At 1:00 pm we’ll be holding the doggy superlative contest with 
various categories and prizes, so dress to impress.  Following that we’ll set off on another Fido Four Miler at 1:30 pm (4 miles) 
and a Hike with You Hound at 2:00 pm (1.5 miles).  Folk singer Bob Gramann will start performing at 3:00 pm with the event 
winding down at 4:00 pm.  Be sure to join in the festivities that are going on all day long.  We’ll have games and prizes for 
dogs and kids, as well as train rides, doggie obstacle courses, outdoor and pet related vendors, food available through Cajun 
Creations, and just tons of fun.  We will also be holding four raffles with awesome prizes.  The event flyer is on page 9, 
followed by the raffle flyer listing all the great prizes.  In addition to the winning ticket for the Run and Restore raffle, which 
includes a $25 gift certificate to VA Runner and chiropractic session at Reardon Chiropractic, two additional tickets will be 
chosen from this raffle for a chiropractic session.  Raffle tickets can be purchased through KGARL or DRHT members anytime 
before the event, at the KGARL booth the day of the event, or online at www.kgarl.org through Paypal.  Raffle tickets are $1 
each or 6 for $5.  The suggested donation for the event is $10 per individual and $25 per family which includes a re-usable 
goody bag stuffed with outdoor, natural and pet related freebies and all activities (food is not included).  Some of our sponsors 
include: King George YMCA, Ferry Farm Animal Clinic, Eagles Nest Animal Hospital, Wegmans Supermarket, Sun and Earth, 
Giant Supermarket, Blue Dog Bakery and Nylabone.  For more information visit www.friendsDRHT.org or www.kgarl.org.  If 
you would like to volunteer at the event, email us at info@kgarl.org.  We hope to see you there with some tails wagging!! 
 
 

Poker Run – June 6 
Get your motors running for the animals because on Saturday, June 6th, the OFBs will be hosting a Poker Run to benefit 
KGARL.  The event will start at Shades Grill, 17053 Dahlgren Road, at 10:00 am.  There will be various stops along the way, 
ending back at Shades around 5:00 pm.  This is a great event for motorcycle enthusiasts and also a great way to support 
KGARL .  If you can’t be part of the event but would still like to show your support, you can purchase poker hands for $10 each 
through our website at www.kgarl.org or email us at info@kgarl.org and we’ll be in touch.  You don’t need to be present to win.  
Volunteer riders for KGARL will pick up your hand along the way.  At the end of the run, the person with the best hand will split 
the pot with half going to the winner and the other half going to KGARL.  This was a very successful fundraising event for 
KGARL last year and we anticipate it being as great this year.  For more information on this event, please visit www.kgarl.org.  
A flyer for this event is found on page 11.  Please help us advertise this event by hanging the flyer around town! 

Alum Springs Earth Day 
KGARL participated in the Alum Springs Earth Day event in Fredericksburg on April 25th.  Scott and Stephanie Gardner, and 
Kim Boshela and Squeakers enjoyed a nice day out at the park greeting visitors and sharing information about KGARL.  
Squeakers was the hit of the day and certainly enjoyed all the attention.  Although it was hot, she cooled herself by sitting under 
the table cloth, fittingly below the KGARL logo.  We had a few items for sale including our doggie water bottles. They were a hit 
on such a warm day.  Many people inquired about our spay/neuter program and our upcoming Trails, Tails and Trains Spring 
Festival.  We were also quite surprised at how many people mentioned our website and our Petfinder page, or shared stories 
about someone they know that we had offered some type of assistance to.  Our work is paying off and people are recognizing 
that we are out and about in the communities providing assistance to animals and owners in need. 

King George Home and Craft Show 
On March 7 and 8, KGARL volunteers set up a KGARL table at the King George 
Home and Craft Show, held at the new King George High School.  KGARL sold dog 
and cat treats and toys, along with homemade lanyards and wine charms.  We also 
held three raffles.   Amy B. won the Weekend Gateway, Pam B. won the John Shaw 
print, and Pat T. won the Doggy Basket.  Cristi M. was the lucky winner of a Food 
Lion gift certificate.  Anyone who signed up their MVP card was placed in the raffle 
for this gift certificate.  Thanks to our volunteers, Vicki Tate, Etta Pollack, Michele 
and Chris Shipman, Paula Bailey, Deb Silber, Cristi Hill, and Tim Janezeck, 
KGARL made $500.  Also, a special thanks to Brandi Janezeck for organizing the 
event. 

 

KGARL Wish List 
 

Dry Dog Food 
Dry Cat Food 
Wet Cat Food 

Any Flea or Tick Mediciation, 
such as Frontline or Capstar 

Any Dewormers, such as 
Nemex or Ivomec 

Collars 
Slip Leashes 
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KGARL is Selling Pet Supplies
KGARL is now selling pet supplies!  Depending on demand, orders will be 
placed every 4-6 weeks.  We’re able to order pretty much anything you’d 
need for your pet.  We can order supplies for dogs, cats, wild birds, reptiles 
and small animals.  Email us at info@kgarl.org to request prices. 
 
While we can get brands sold at PetSmart, Wal-Mart and Food Lion, it’s 
unlikely that we can beat their prices since they order in large volumes. 
 
A few of the high quality foods that KGARL can order are Wellness, Chicken 
Soup for the Dog/Cat Lover’s Soul, Nature’s Variety, Bravo!, Canidae, 
Natural Balance, Stella & Chewy’s, Taste of the Wild and Ziwi Peak.  We can 
also get frozen food and a vast variety of treats! 
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to encourage you to look at the food you’re 
currently feeding your cat or dog.  If it contains corn, wheat, soy, meat by-
products, artificial colors or preservatives, it might be the perfect time to try a 
new food and help KGARL in the process!   
 
You may be surprised to learn that there are some premium foods that are 
competitively priced!  For example, a 35 lb bag of Chicken Soup for the Dog 
Lover’s Soul retails for $32.00.  A 44 lb bag of Canidae All Life Stages food 
retails for $42.00.  These premium foods are less than $1 per pound! 
 
The Animal Protection Institute (API) has written an article entitled “What’s 
Really in Pet Food.”  It might shock you to learn what you’re feeding your pet.  
The API article can be found at:   
http://www.bornfreeusa.org/facts.php?p=359&more=1 
 
There’s also an article entitled “Selecting a Commercial Pet Food” that 
provides valuable information.  The article can be found at: 
http://www.bornfreeusa.org/articles.php?p=361&more=1 
 
Proper nutrition is just as important as proper veterinary care in ensuring the 
health of your pet! 

Just a Dog 
 
From time to time people tell me, “Lighten up, it’s just a dog”, or, “That’s a lot of money for just a dog.”  They don’t 
understand the distance traveled, time spent, or costs involved for “just a dog.”  Some of my proudest moments have 
come about with “just a dog.”  Many hours have passed with my only company being “just a dog,” and not once have I felt 
slighted.  Some of my saddest moments were brought about by “just a dog.”  In those days of darkness, the gentle touch 
of “just a dog” provided comfort and purpose to overcome the day. 
 
If you, too, think it’s “just a dog,” you will probably understand phrases like “just a friend,” “just a sunrise,” or “just a 
promise.”  “Just a dog” brings into my life the very essence of friendship, trust, and pure unbridled joy.  “Just a dog” brings 
out the compassion and patience that makes me a better person.  Because of “just a dog” I will rise early, take long walks, 
and look longingly to the future. 
 
For me and folks like me, it’s not “just a dog.”  It’s an embodiment of all the hopes and dreams of the future, the fond 
memories of the past, and the pure joy of the moment.  “Just a dog” brings out what’s good in me and diverts my thoughts 
away from myself and the worries of the day. 
 
I hope that someday people can understand it’s not “just a dog.”  It’s the thing that gives me humanity and keeps me from 
being “just a man or woman.”  So the next time you hear the phrase “just a dog,” smile, because they “just don’t 
understand.” 
 
--- Author Unknown 

Boogey & Dash (now Hank & Payel) 
These two motherless kittens were 
rescued by KGARL last spring and 
bottle-fed until they were old enough to 
be transferred to FOHA for adoption.   
 
“My husband and I adopted two kittens 
last summer.  First, I'd like to say how 
much I appreciate that you all are 
checking in on them.  Second, they're 
doing great – and so are we.  We 
renamed them Hank and Pavel (after 
two of the players on the Red Wings 
hockey team) and we love them more 
than anything else in the world.  They've 
really changed our lives in many ways.” 
 
Carly - Adopted by the Hayes Family 

of Stafford 
“We adopted our cute little Carly thru 
you several years ago.  She is doing 
great.  She and our other dog, Chance, 
play together all the time. He is an 
Australian Shepherd and twice her size 
but Carly rules the roost!  I can't imagine 
not having 2 dogs as they really enjoy 
each other.  Dogs are social animals.  
They love us but each other as well.  
Thank you for all your efforts and the 
work that you do!” 



 
KGARL NEWS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring is here and many people are busily getting their yards ready for summer.  For many of 
us, that means mulching!  Many people use cocoa mulch because it degrades into an organic 
fertilizer and has an attractive color and pleasant odor.  But, did you know that cocoa mulch 
can be hazardous to your pet? 
 
Cocoa mulch, made from crushed cacao shells, is a by-product of chocolate production and 
contains caffeine and theobromine compounds.  Low doses of theobromine can cause 
vomiting, diarrhea and/or abdominal pain in dogs while higher doses can cause rapid heart 
rate, muscle tremors, seizures and death.   

KGARL Spay & Neuter Status 
KGARL has been assisting individuals with having their dogs and cats spayed 
and neutered.  We have spent a total of $1450 to spay or neuter 5 cats and 15 
dogs so far this year.  Due to the tremendous efforts of our volunteers, and 
going door-to-door in five traler parks to distribute flyers, we only have $750 of 
our DJ&T grant money left to spay or neuter dogs over 40 pounds.  If you have 
or know of a large dog that needs to be altered, please email us at 
spay@kgarl.org.  At this time, we do not have any money to spay or neuter 
small dogs (under 40 pounds) or cats.  We should be hearing very soon about 
the PetSmart grant we applied for to spay and neuter cats.  Keep your fingers 
crossed!  If you would like to help KGARL to continue our outreach by applying 
for grants, please email us at volunteer@kgarl.org. 

Angels to the Pets 
Very special thanks to all KGARL 

volunteers who consistently give of their 
time and support to assist with the 

countless tasks needed to help 
accomplish our mission. 

 
Donations 

Ellie, Carl & Dylan Veazy  
Martin & Sandy Capone 

 
Volunteering 

Vicki Tate 
Mary Halpin 

Linnie Coppage 
Kim Boshela 

Roger Martino 
Dani Christ 

Malinda Shortt  
Michele & Chris Shipman 

Stephanie Gardner 
Dotti & Bill Wikle 

Deb Silber 
Paula Bailey 
Etta Pollack 

Melissa Bowler 
Rocky Wells 

Brandi & Tim Janezeck 
Cristi Hill 

Pete & Charlotte Gaither 
Dwight Collins 

 
Thank You Everyone for 

Helping Us Make a Difference! 

Hazards of Cocoa Mulch 

Some dogs are attracted by the chocolate aroma of the mulch.  According to the American Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA), 2 ounces eaten by a 50-lb. dog may cause gastrointestinal upset; about 4.5 ounces will cause an 
increased heart rate, 5.3 ounces will cause seizures and 7.5 ounces, death. 
 
Some manufacturers now claim that their products are theobromine-free and pet-safe.  Responsible pet owners should be 
careful in their selection of cocoa mulch brands and may prefer to choose alternative products such as cedar mulch. 
 
Keep in mind that cocoa mulch is not the only theobromine poisoning hazard.  Chocolate in any form may pose a significant 
risk to your pet.  Chocolate toxicity depends on the size of the animal, type and amount of chocolate ingested.  Unsweetened 
baking chocolate contains the most theobromine and white chocolate the least. 
 
If you suspect theobromine poisoning, contact your vet immediately.  Time is critical! 

I actually paid for a breed type test with my Vet, and found out that Makani is 
actually a German Shepherd and Rottweiler mix.  Now that I know that I 
understand some of her behaviors so much better.” 

Makani (Shawnee) -  
Adopted by the Rice 
Family of Manassas 
“Here are some updated 
photos of Makani 
(formerly known as 
Shawnee).  She just 
turned two and is great! 

Winston - Adopted by Kathryn 
Coombs of King George 

“Here’s some pictures of 
Winston, who came to us in the 
summer of 2006, originally as a 

foster but rapidly announced that 
he wanted this to be his “forever 

home.” 
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Puppy Training 
 Training a puppy can be both challenging and rewarding.  When working with a 

puppy there are some differences between a puppy and an adult dog that must 
be considered.  Just like children, puppies need patience and understanding 
from you in order to thrive. 
 
Mental Endurance 
Puppies, like children, have a shorter attention span and less mental endurance 
than adults.  This means that you need to keep lessons short in duration.  As 
the puppy grows, and the lessons progress, their endurance will grow and you 
can ask them to focus for longer and longer periods of time. 
 
Energy Level 
Puppies have a LOT of energy.  This can make it very difficult to get them to 
focus on training even for a short period of time.  The key is to drain some of 
the excess energy before asking your puppy to focus.  You can do this through 
a walk, a game, or another activity that will drain a bit of energy.  You will want 
to be careful to not make your puppy too tired since they will need enough 
energy to focus on your lesson.   
 
Physical Ability 
While a puppy is growing they can be vulnerable to injury from activities that 
adults have no problem with.  Puppies shouldn't be asked to walk or run long 
distances, jump up or down from beds or other high places, or even go up or 
down stairs.  They need time to grow into their bodies before it is safe to do 
these activities.  Your vet can advise you when your puppy is old enough to 
learn how to negotiate stairs as well as when (and if) it is safe to allow them 
jump up and down from couches and beds.  You can also ask your vet how 
long a walk is appropriate. 
 
Sleep 
A puppy may seem like they have boundless energy but they also need a lot of 
sleep.  Just like a child, a puppy who is tired will be unable to focus.  Make sure 
your puppy gets plenty of rest to allow them to grow, develop and learn. 
 
The Teenage Phase 
When a puppy reaches a certain point in development they often go through 
what I call the teenage stage.  This phase usually occurs when they are around 
6-8 months.  By this time they usually have the obedience basics down and you 
are beginning to trust that they will follow your commands.  Almost overnight 
your puppy may seem to completely forget all commands you taught them and 
lose all respect for you.  Instead of running to you when you call, your puppy 
may just sit and look at you, or even run the other way.  They may seem unable 
or unwilling to focus for a training session.  This phase can be very frustrating 
but don't worry, it is normal and will pass, so don't be discouraged!  Remain 
persistent, calm, and patient, and continue to work with them.  You may need to 
be creative in your training methods to motivate them.  Not all dogs go through 
this phase but many do, so just be prepared to recognize and deal with it. 
 
Bringing home a new puppy is an exciting event for the whole family.  By 
recognizing the limitations of a puppy you can set your puppy up to succeed at 
the things you ask of him or her. 
 

Bailey & Trouble - Adopted by the 
Coffey Family of King George 

“We adopted two cats from KGARL in 
2008 - Trouble in April and Bailey in 
November. Both cats were fostered by 
Scott and Stephanie Gardner.  We 
couldn't imagine our home without them! 
They keep us entertained!! They get crazy 
at night and start wrestling, rolling around, 
and racing up and down the hallway. They 
get along better than we could have 
imagined. And, it seems like everywhere 
we look there's a black cat at our feet. 
Those two cats add so much fun to our 
family!! We love them both dearly and feel 
so blessed to have them in our lives.” 
 

Ben & Sayid – Adopted by the 
Pennington Family of King George 

“My family adopted Ben and Sayid almost 
two years ago (in September). They have 
turned out to be two very beautiful and 
loving family members.” 

Abby (Dixie) – Adopted by the Brusca 
Family of Richmond 

“I adopted her a little over 2 years ago; 
she was a spunky little girl and I fell in 
love with her when I saw her picture 
online. Abby has been a great addition 
to our family. She is a playmate to my 
other dog Amy.  They get along fairly 
well but have their moments, I guess it's  

sibling rivalry! But you can see that they love each other.  When we first got 
Abby she was very feisty and was very aggressive. I figured she had some 
anger issues being that her and her brother Bo were left on their own at such a 
young age to defend for themselves. She has come along way, she is a very 
loving and playful.  My son taught her how to do high five, and I sent her to 
Petsmart dog school and she learned to sit, give paw and lay down, and some 
other tricks. Abby is very healthy and happy and we have been blessed to have 
her in our family!  Thanks for everything!” 
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Rescue Spotlight – Just A Touch Rescue 
 On February 5, two dogs were trapped by Animal Control in a swamp in King George.  They 

had serious health problems, and very questionable temperaments.  Neither were 
aggressive, but both were very scared.  It took days of coaxing and reassurance for them to 
even begin to take a treat from a KGAC volunteer.  It was obvious that both would need a lot 
of time, commitment, medical treatment, and love before being deemed adoptable, making 
many rescues wary of taking them in. 
 
But Just A Touch Rescue (JATR), located out of New England, gave them that second 
chance that many dogs never receive.  KGARL donated vaccinations and crates for the 
transport, and volunteers Charlotte and Pete Gaither transported the two dogs to Northern 
Virginia, where they met a volunteer with Just A Touch Rescue that drove the dogs the rest of 
the way to safety. 
 
Upon arrival at their new foster home, both were immediately examined by a vet.  Their list of 
medical problems is long and serious.  Bayou has a grade 1 heart murmur, which could be 
heartworm related, and underwent a skin biopsy to determine the cause of the irritation all 
over his body. Similarly, Beau’s blood samples indicated many microfilia.  In addition to the 
heartworms, Beau has had severe orthopedic trauma in the past, including a broken back 
with fused disks and kyphosis, a left knee fracture, a right ankle injury, and pelvic fractures 
with misalignment healing. On top of this all, the vet found metal flakes in his bone, indicating 
an old gunshot wound. 
 
Bayou and Beau are now doing great.  They have come a long way.  Although they still have 
hurdles to overcome due to their medical problems, both have now are adjusted to a foster 
home environment, as the pictures show, they even now enjoy the company of other dogs 
and their foster mom.  Donations can be made for Beau or Bayou by going to the website for 
JATR, www.justatouchrescue.com, and following the donation prompts.   

Bayou (left) 
and Beau 

(below)  
before they 

were  
rescued. 

Business Spotlight –  
Lori’s Grooming Services 

Lori Banker grooms dogs and cats at 
Eagle's Nest Animal Hospital.  She 
has 25 years of experience.  She also 
body clips horses.  Lori has been 
donating her services to groom dogs 
with special grooming needs at King 
George Animal Control.  In the picture 
to the right, Lori is helping Wilma, one 
of the dogs that needed special 
grooming for a skin condition.  You 
can make an appointment with Lori by 
calling Eagles Nest at 540-775-6800.  
KGAC and KGARL greatly 
appreciates the time and services Lori 
donates.   

2009 KGARL Members 
Thank you for renewing your 

membership! 
 

Paula Bailey and Dale Geiger 
Kim Boshela and Roger Martino 

Melissa Bowler 
Martin and Sandy Capone 

Dawn and Mike Carter 
Dani Christ 

Carolyn and Chuck Ellington 
Cristi and John Hill 
Don and Janice Hill 

Brandi and Tim Janezeck 
John LoBuglio 

Laura and Stephen Merryman 
Etta Pollock 

Caroline Roberts 
Michele and Chris Shipman 

Deb and Joe Silber 
Vicki Tate 

Dotti and Bill Wikle 
Dwight Collins 

 
It’s not too late to pay your 2009 

membership dues.  Please send an 
email to membership@kgarl.org or call 

us at 888-542-7582 to find out how.  
Thank you for your continued support! 
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KGAC Update 
 The numbers are astounding.  Since the beginning of this year, KGARL has assisted 79 dogs and 34 cats at the King George 

Animal Control (KGAC) shelter.  This included finding other rescues to take the animals, transporting the animals to the 
rescues, providing vaccinations to the animals prior to transports, and paying the required pull fees.  Last year, KGARL helped 
53 dogs.  We are well on our way to doubling that number this year!  Only 12 dogs were euthanized so far this year, and they 
were all court ordered, dangerous, unadoptable, or sick and injured.  Only 8% of the cats that came in since January have 
been euthanized.  Similarly, only sick, injured or unadoptable cats were put down.    Vicki Tate, Kim Boshela, Roger Martino, 
Michele Shipman, Linnie Coppage, Melissa Bowler, Etta Pollock, and Pete and Charlotte Gaither have helped transport 
animals to other rescues.  Dwight Collins and Rocky Wells even fostered a couple of dogs for a couple of days until a 
transport!   

A special thanks goes out to the Fredericksburg SPCA.  They have pulled 13 dogs from KGAC this year.  They have also 
stepped up big time and have pulled several Pit Bulls when no other rescues were willing to take them.  One of the Pit Bulls 
was heartworm positive and is recovering nicely from his treatment.  Fredericksburg SPCA has been able to help us a lot lately 
because they have finally moved into their new facility!  They are now located at 10819 Courthouse Road, Fredericksburg, and 
are giving tours of their new facility.  If you are interested in a tour, please call (540) 898-1500.   Their new facility will allow over 
3,000 animals a year a second chance at life. The 16,000 square foot center, which can house 80 dogs and 150 cats at one 
time, will feature cat snuggle rooms, dog living rooms and a community room. Poured epoxy flooring, proper air exchanges and 
durable kennels are just a few of the features that will ensure the animals are safe and healthy during their stay.  Due to 
funding, they will not be able to hire additional staff and volunteers are badly needed.  KGARL greatly appreciates their help 
and support.   

Friends of Fosters 
Although the dogs below are not KGARL fosters, they are currently being fostered by KGARL members. 

Eve is a young red and white lab and pit mix.  She was taken 
from the local Animal Control shelter because her time had run 
out.  Her owner surrendered her because they couldn’t take 
care of her anymore.  Eve has a very sweet demeanor and 
really likes people.  She does cower a bit at first, likely because 
someone didn’t have patience for her although she doesn’t 
seem to be a dog where a great deal of patience is required.  
She is calm and friendly.  She wiggles her tail and butt when 
someone comes near to give her affection. She would benefit 
greatly by having a calm, stable and loving environment where 
she can grow with a new family and be a super happy dog for 
the rest of her days.   Since she is new to her foster family, it 
has not been determined if she gets along with other dogs and 
cats although she did fine around others while she was in the 
pound.  If you are interested in adopting her, complete an 
application on the KGARL website and it will be transferred to 
her foster family. Wall-E is a young neutered male tabby.  He came to his foster 

home several months ago from the local Animal Control shelter.  
When he first arrived at his foster home he was very skinny and 
the world around him was totally new.  He’s been in a home for 
awhile now and has gotten to know his way around and certainly 
doesn’t miss a meal.  He’s gone from being a silly, skinny little 
kitty that didn’t recognize his own tail to a large, inquisitive and 
mischievous cat.  At about 16lbs he’s a big boy.  A far cry from his 
former 6 lbs when he was rescued from the pound.  He loves to 
play with toys and would love a family that could provide him with 
that extra attention.  A little playful exercise would help him shed a 
few pounds too.   Like all cats, he has his down time and seems 
very satisfied passing the day away lying around.   Wall-E is a 
great cat for just about anyone that will give him lots of love, care 
and attention and keep him indoors safe from trouble outside.If 
you are interested in adopting her, complete an application on the 
KGARL website and it will be transferred to her foster family. 
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Friends of Fosters 
Although the dogs below are not KGARL fosters, they are currently being fostered by KGARL members. 

Melissa and her family rescued this precious girl from the local Animal Control shelter when her 
time there started to run out.  Since fostering this absolute sweetie, they have learned that she 
loves to follow her foster family around, and that she is super curious.  She picks up a front paw 
when she stops to look at something.  She is great with the foster family’s 10 year old son. She 
really wants to play with the other dogs in the home, but they still aren't very sure of her, so she 
just kind of minds her own business.  She is just very laid back.  She is pretty good on a leash; she 
does pull a little bit but stops when you tell her to.  Right now she sleeps in her crate.  She actually 
will go into the crate on her own during day to sleep when she is ready for a nap.  She sniffs 
everything and she loves to stretch out before she lays down.  Her foster family has been calling 
her Reese, because she is small and sweet like a Reese Pieces.  Reese is a 2 year old Pit Bull.  
She is already spayed, tested negative for heartworms, on heartworm and flea preventative, and is 
up-to-date with all her vaccinations.  If you are interested in adopting Reese, please contact 
Melissa at mbowler77@gmail.com.   
 

Squeakers was found running down a busy road and was very happy to accept 
a ride.  She was taken to the local Animal Control shelter in hopes that her 
owners would find her, but after a month there her time had run out.  Her foster 
mom knew what a great dog she is, so she brought her home until her forever 
home can be found.  Squeakers is a Pit Bull, but shhh, don’t tell her that.  She 
certainly isn’t the stereotype so many equate with the breed.  As a matter of 
fact she is like most Pit Bulls: high energy, excitable, loyal, and very loving with 
absolutely no aggression issues.  She gets along extremely well with all 6 of 
her foster siblings and has taken some playful interest in the household cats.  
Squeakers gets her name because she doesn’t bark much; she just squeaks 
to let us know she needs something.  She is around a year old, and she is 
housebroken and knows how to sit and shake. She loves to run and jump and 
would do well in a home that can give her space and patience to expend her 
energy.  Much of her charm is in her mannerisms.  She loves to be talked to  

and shows her interest and attentiveness in detail on her face.  She is constantly doing funny to gain attention: running in 
circles, running up the steps, only to jump from them like she’s flying into our arms.  She loves toys and enjoys flipping them up 
in the air and chasing after them.  She would love to have a large fenced in yard with lots of room to run and other dogs to play 
with.  She also would love to have an owner that would give her lots of love and attention, but also have the patience to train 
her.  Squeakers is small for a Pit Bull; about 35 pounds.  She is spayed, micro-chipped, and is up-to-date on all her shots.  If 
you are interested in adopting her, complete an application on the KGARL website and it will be transferred to her foster family. 

KGARL Lending a “Paw” & Shelby’s Foundation Cat Class 

Last month, Shelby’s Foundation for Feline Rescue, located in Harrisonburg, 
rescued 35 cats from a deplorable hoarding situation.  Many of these cats were in 
need of urgent medical attention.  KGARL quickly donated $250 in supplies to the 
Shelby Foundation to help them deal with this situation.  Paula Bailey bought the 
supplies, she and Michele Shipman packed the supplies, and Vicki Tate delivered 
them.  Pictured to the right is Roxanne, a Shelby Foundation volunteer with the 
supplies that KGARL donated.  The supplies included 10 bags of cat litter, litter 
boxes, disposable litter pans, paper towels, Vitamin C, cat food, Lysol, toys, 
Capstar, a few cans of dog food, a couple cans of KMR, and 25 tubes of Nutri-cal. 

Roxanne, a volunteer with the Shelby Foundation, has generously offered to hold a class for KGARL volunteers, as well as all 
animal lovers. This class would be a free, 3-hour class on a Sunday from 1 to 4 pm, and would focus on the general cat psyche 
and how to handle difficult cats. The Shelby Foundation, although a relatively new rescue, has already had a tremendous 
impact on the King George Animal Control shelter. They have pulled several cats from there that some may have considered 
unadoptable. With time, patience, and hard work, all of these cats have grown into loving cats, and all have been adopted.  The 
tentative date for this class is June 14, with June 28 as a back up.  If you have not already received an email about this class, 
and would like to be informed of the final date, time, and location of this class, please email Dani at shelterhelp@kgarl.org, and 
she will let you know. 





Trails, Tails and Trains Raffles 
 
 

#1 Peddle and Paddle 
Enjoy a day of outdoor recreation while peddling your bike down the 
Dahlgren Railroad Heritage Trail or while paddling a canoe down the 

Rappahannock River.  After your adventure, head to The Vitamin 
Shoppe to refuel and replenish.   

This raffle package includes gift certificates from: 
Olde Towne Bicycles – $25 

Clore Bros. Outfitters – Canoe Trip For 2 
Vitamin Shoppe – $20 

 
 

#2 Dine and Unwind 
Treat yourself to a steaming hot cup of joe and then continue the 
indulgence with dinner at The Melting Pot or Carrabba’s.  This 

package is a perfect way to spend the weekend. 
This raffle package includes gift certificates from: 

 Carrabba’s Italian Grill – $25  
The Melting Pot – $25 

The Daily Grind – 2 bags of fresh hazelnut coffee 
 
 

#3 Burgers and Bowling 
Spend some quality time with family and friends bowling at Liberty 
Lanes and then have the winner treat everyone to burgers and fries 

from Cheeseburger in Paradise. 
This raffle package includes gift certificates from: 

Liberty Lanes – Family Fun Pack $75 Value 
Cheeseburger in Paradise – $25 

 
 

#4 Run and Restore 
Go for an exhilarating run on the trail or for a brisk walk around your 
neighborhood and then treat your body as only a professional can with 

chiropractic care by Dr. Reardon of Reardon Chiropractic. 
This raffle package includes gift certificates from: 

VA Runner – $25 
Chiropractic session – 1 hr session $125 value 

*Note: Two additional hour long sessions will be raffled individually 
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